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Report 

The PG and the Research Department of English organised a two day National Conference on 

Avant-garde Interpretations of Theories in English Language and Literature on 6th and 7th 

September 2022. Dr. A. Judit Sheela Damayanthi, Head and Associate Professor of English 

delivered the welcome address. Dr. Sr. A.S.J. Lucia Rose, Principal of St. Mary's College 

(Autonomous) delivered the presidential address. Dr. Sr. C. Shibana, Secretary, Dr. Sr. 

Josephine Jeyarani, Director of Self Supporting Courses, Dr. A. Punitha Tharani Controller of 

Examinations and Dr. Jacqueline Leo, Dean, School of Language and Culture presided over 

the conference. 

Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert, Former Head of the department of English, Deputy Principal (Rtd) St. 

Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Palayamkottai in his Keynote address threw light on the aim 

and purpose of literary criticism especially New Historicism and Post colonialism.  

Dr. Sushma V. Murthy, Associate Professor of English & Cultural Studies, CHRIST (Deemed 

to be University), Bangalore in her expert talk on “Identities in Reiteration: The 

Phenomenology of Gender” highlighted the heterogeneity and plurality of genders. 

Dr. J. John Sekar, Associate Professor of English, The American College, Madurai in his 

session on “Challenges in Institutionalising Literary Theories” highlighted the reason for 

disconnect between literary theories and practice.  

The second day of the conference was kick stared by Dr. P. Malathy, Assistant Professor of 

English, Government Arts College (Autonomous), Coimbatore. Her address on “Neo-Freudian 

Psychoanalysis in Literary Research” widened the horizons of psychosocial theory of 

development with various examples through her presentation. 

Dr. Saji Matthew, Associate Professor of English, School of Letters, Mahatma Gandhi 

University, Kottayam, Kerala shared his expertise on “Contextualising the Cultural Studies: 

The What and Why of Cultural Theories”. 

Scholars and faculty pooled in to this knowledge sharing session. Nearly 44 people presented 

their paper in blended mode. Of these two students, Ms. Divya Dibashini of II M.A English, 

St. Mary’s College (Autonomous), Thoothukudi and Ms. Sherly Jim of St.Xavier’s College 

(Autonomous), Palayamkottai bagged the Best Paper Presenter award.  
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